
English -1 Credit- 
 
Writing  
Students in this course will use the Institute for Excellence in Writing: The Elegant Essay 
Writing Lessons. Within this course students will learn about the basic structure of 
essay writing and the elements found within a solid essay. They will be taught about 
how to organize their essay, writing a thesis statement, making transitions within 
their paragraphs, as well as how to write introduction and conclusions. Students will 
practice these skills as they respond to writing prompts and practice writing a number 
of informational, persuasive, and descriptive paragraphs and essays.  
 
Literature  
Students will read several pieces of literature in this class. Some of the literature 
selections will reflect the study of Greek philosophers and the history of Greece and 
Rome, while others will be selected for their literary purpose.  
Literature selections: TBD 
 
Science  -1 Credit- 
As we move into the high school years, students are ready for in-depth study of 
biology, chemistry, and physics.  This year Firm Foundations will be teaching biology, 
using the excellent textbook by Dr. Gordon Wilson, The Riot and the Dance.   

     This year, 9 th and 10 th grade students will… 

●  learn the basic building blocks of chemistry and biomolecules. 
●  investigate the cell, and cellular metabolism. 
● explore DNA and the basics of genetics and cell division.  
● understand taxonomy, and ways of classifying life. 
● delve into the kingdom of prokaryotes, and the study of viruses. 
● learn amazing facts about the kingdoms of protists, fungi, animals and plants. 

 

History  - 1 Credit- 
In this course as we learn about the life and times of ancient Greece and Rome, they 
will discover the origins of how we know what we know, what really exists, what is 
right and wrong, what is beautiful, and what it means to be a free person. Together we 
will consider the development of these ideas from the ancient philosophers (B.C.) to 
contemporary thinkers. This course will be a road map for understanding most of the 



major ideas that students face in most other subjects, such as history, literature, and 
theology. 
 
Math Students will be placed in the appropriate math class following a placement test 
or upon successful completion of the previous level of Math-U-See.  

Algebra 1    -1 Credit- 

In Algebra 1 students will begin with a review of algebraic concepts, mathematical 
properties, variables and order of operations. New content will include learning how 
to graph lines and inequalities, working with the slope-intercept formula, solving 
simultaneous equations, factoring, exponents and more. 

Students in Algebra 1 will... 

●  graph linear equations and inequalities. 
●  expand their understanding of exponents. 
●  solve basic quadratic equations. 
●  apply properties of arithmetic functions to algebra. 
●  learn to add, multiply and divide polynomials. 
●  learn and practice applying metric conversions. 

Geometry -1 Credit- 

Using the Math-u-See Geometry program, students in the class will learn reinforce 
their knowledge of concepts relating to measurement, angles, shapes, and lines. They 
will also learn about using protractors and compases to construct angles and 
bisectors. In this class students will... 

● calculate the measure of the interior and exterior angles of a regular polygon. 
● work to understand the geometry of a circle, sphere, and ellipse. 
● computing volume and surface area of solids. 

● use the Pythagorean theorem to identify triangle attributes. 

● apply postulates, theorems, definitions, and properties to geometric proofs. 

 
 
 
 
 



Music (Elective) -.25 Credit- 
 
This course will be offered as an elective for students who are desiring to build on the 
fundamentals of music (ability to match pitch and keep a steady beat is a prerequisite). 
Students will learn the basics of classical voice training; this will include art and folk 
song repertoire. Students will develop music reading skills by exploring and learning 
instruments such as the alto recorder, xylophone, metallophone, non pitched 
percussion and possibly the ukulele. 
 
 
Spanish I (Elective) -1 Credit- 
 

This program is designed to develop, reinforce and refine communicative competence 
in listening, speaking, reading and writing while acquiring a basic understanding and 
appreciation for the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.  Pronunciation, 
vocabulary and basic sentence structure will be introduced and practiced through a 
communicative process (keyword cards) integrating grammar and vocabulary while 
treating reading and writing at an introductory level. Working with a partner or in 
small groups will be encouraged as we strive to respond to the national standards: 
Communication, Connections, Cultures, Comparisons and Communities.   

 
Art (Elective) -.25 Credit- 
Students will be exposed to an expansive understanding of art history, art genres and 
the significance of each throughout history,  and will explore various art mediums in 
various styles.  More opportunities for individual creative expression will be 
presented.  

In this class students will… 

● refine their observation and drawing skills in weekly graded sketchbook 
assignments. 

● learn historical art periods and be able to define the characteristics of each. 
● apply elements of art in a variety of art projects using charcoal, collage, 

watercolors, and acrylic paint.  
● gain a deeper understanding of color theory. 
● learn how artists choose tools and techniques to show emotion in their art. 
●  learn to critically analyze and evaluate the quality of a piece of artwork as well 

as their own. 
 
 



 
Defending Your Faith  - .5 Credit- 
 
In this course we will study the subject of “apologetics” which means defending the 
faith. First Peter 3:15 uses this term in saying: “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a defense (apologia) to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.” This 
course will address proving that the God of Scripture exists, that the Scriptures are 
reliable and true, and addressing common arguments against Christian belief, such as 
the problem of why there is evil in the world a good God made. 
 
In this class students will… 
 

● strive to know and better understand the truth of their faith. 
● be taught about helpful answers to some of the troubling questions about 

Christianity that are often raised today.  
● become increasingly aware of the way believers and unbelievers argue for the truth 

of their views. 
● Learn how to navigate the scriptures to defend their beliefs.  

 
 
Logic  -.5 Credit- 

This is an introductory course in logical analysis, focusing on why we study logic,                            
what is logic, what are truth tables, how can truth tables be used for definitions and                               
for proving the validity and invalidity of certain arguments, how to prove the rules of                             
inference with truth tables, and how to perform deductive proof in sentential logic.                         
For this course we will use a text entitled Formal Logic, written by the instructor, Jon                               
Kaus.  

In this course students will work 
to... 

● understand basic definitions of logic.  
● understand how to define symbols with truth tables.  
● be able to prove the validity and invalidity of arguments in sentential logic.  
● be able to apply rules of inference in proofs. 
● be able to use reductio ad absurdum and conditional proof when conducting 

proofs in sentential logic.  
 



 
Bible -.5 Credit- 
 
In this course students will dive into the books of Joshua, Judges and Ruth. They will 
use the text “Joshua, Judges and Ruth for Everyone” written by John Goldingay. In this 
course the themes and stories of the old testament. 
 
Leadership Initiative  -.5 Credit- 
Students in grades 9-10 will take part in a program called “Leadership Initiative”. Each 
month this group of students will meet on either a Wednesday or Friday to participate 
in a community service project. The goal of this time is for students to be provided 
with the opportunity to serve their community, establish the importance of teamwork, 
hone effective communication skills, develop a sense of compassion for those around 
them, and have the opportunity to clearly reflect on their experiences. Credit hours 
for this class can be added to the “arts and humanities” credits.  
 
In this class students will… 

● volunteen for local organizations who serve either a local or global community. 
● work as a team toward a common goal. 
● navigate peer relationships. 
● have the opportunity to apply leadership skills in a variety of settings. 
● write a reflective essay for each of their experiences highlighting the task and 

hand and lessons learned in the process.  
 


