
English 

In grades six through eight students will continue to use and apply skills relating to 
spelling, reading, and writing. 

Writing:  Students will be taught writing using the Institute for Excellence in Writing 
(IEW) Ancient History-Based Writing Lessons. In this class students will be taught how 
to construct a piece of writing, how to create an outline, and how to use an outline as a 
platform for both paragraph and essay writing. They will also be taught how to 
dress-up their writing through the use of strong verbs, “ly” adverbs, adjectives and 
prepositions. In addition, students will learn how to decorate their writing with 
similes, metaphors, alliteration and other literary elements. 

Literature:  In literature, students will read a number of novels. Literature guides will 
be used to assure comprehension of the text and build vocabulary relating to the 
reading selections. Enrichment activities will add a level of creativity and hands on 
learning to our literature units. Literature selections may include Black Ships before 
Troy, The Children’s Homer as well as other selections.   

Students at this level will.... 

●  acquire and utilize new vocabulary including a study in Latin and Greek 
roots. 
●  review, implement, and gain automaticity relating to grammar concepts. 
●  refine outlining and writing skills. 
●  use knowledge of grammar and literary elements to construct various pieces 
of writing. 
●  read and interact with a variety of literary genres. 
●  participate in projects related to literature units. 
●  increase ability to draw meaning from literature through comprehension 
activities 

 

 

Math 

Students will be placed in the appropriate level of Math-U-See following a placement 
test.  



Zeta 
In Zeta students will learn about decimals. They will learn how to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide decimals using place value strategies and will solve real world 
problems using both decimals and percentages. They will also use hands on 
applications to explore the connection between decimals and fractions. In addition 
students will be introduced to algebraic expressions, learn to graph relationships 
between dependent and independent variables, explore plane geometry and geometric 
symbols, and use reasoning to solve real world problems. 
In this course students will learn about... 

●  exponents. 
●  decimal place value. 
● the rules for adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 

decimals. 
●  the metric system. 
●  finding and reading percentages. 
●  the ways to find a mean, median and mode. 
●  points, lines, rays, and line segments. 

 

Pre-Algebra 

With an understanding of the four basic operations, and of fractions and decimals, 
students are ready to explore basic algebra concepts. In this pre-algebra course 
students will be introduced to negative numbers and learn how to apply the basic 
operations with negatives, explore exponents, squares, radicals, and finding the LCM 
and GCF. They will also learn to apply the Pythagorean theorem, learn to find surface 
area and volume, and learn to identify rational and irrational numbers. 

In this class students will learn about... 

●  the addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of negative numbers. 
●  exponents. 
●  roots and radicals. 
●  the Pythagorean theorem. 
●  the associative and commutative properties. 
●  surface area. 
●  LCM and GCF. 
 



 

 

Science  

Now that students have reached the logic phase of learning, they are equipped to 
integrate their scientific knowledge with Scriptural knowledge.  When Solomon told 
God he wanted to be a wise king, God’s action was to give Solomon a desire to explore 
the world around him, and to discover the attributes of God, and of man, and even of 
the fallen condition of man, through the characteristics of the creation. Solomon 
studied such things as ants, spiders, eagles, and the water cycle in order to learn the 
ways of wisdom.  And so as our students explore their world, and learn more about it, 
they become wiser in understanding their Lord, and He in turn gives them new insight 
into the workings of the created universe. 

By this age our students are beginning to realize their own callings, or vocations, and 
science class is a wonderful place to feed their hunger to learn.  In each phase of their 
science exploration, we will help students find the resources they need for personal 
advancement. 

This year students will… 

●  learn the ways in which they are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
●  investigate the major body systems. 
● explore the fields of human anatomy and physiology.  
● discover ways in which the body systems are designed to work together, and 

consider that this is a picture of the intended working together of the members 
of Christ’s church. 

● enjoy a field trip to Philadelphia’s Franklin Institute in the spring. 
 

At Firm Foundations, we will not be studying the genito-reproductive system, but will 
leave that to parental discretion. We will be using Dr. Knepley’s 
anatomy/physiology curriculum throughout the year. 

History 

Students in all grades will study the same time period of history each year. In 6th-8th 
grades, we will utilize Homeschool in the Woods: Project Passport Ancient Greece and 
Ancient Rome for the spine of our studies. In each grade students will complete age 



appropriate activities that will help them to understand history as it is laid out 
chronologically. The cycle of our study of history is as follows: 

●  Year 1: Ancient History 
●  Year 2: Ancient Greece and Rome 
●  Year 3: The Middle Ages 
●  Year 4: Early Modern Times 
●  Year 5: The Modern Age 

In the year two cycle of history, we will use the Project Passport: Ancient Greece and 
Ancient Rome , which is published by Homeschool in the woods. Through the use of 
engaging literature, captivating projects, songs, chants, and games, students will gain a 
greater understanding of ancient times and cultures. In relation to both Greece and 
Rome, students will learn about the social classes, family life, what they ate, what they 
wore, where they lived, etc. They also study the art, music, literature, science, 
medicine, philosophy, architecture, government, religion relating to each of these 
ancient cultures. In addition, they will gain a greater understanding of the 
chronological history of the ancient Greeks and Romans. 

Students in 6th-8th grade will... 

●  learn about the life and cultures of ancient people as well as the 
contributions that those societies have made to our current society. 
●  understand the connection between the Bible and the ancient world. 
●  explore the ancient world using works of literature and projects. 
●  be able to identify  geographical features of Greece and Italy. 
●  complete comprehension activities associated with the daily reading 
assignments.  
●  participate in a variety of assessments to gauge knowledge and 
understanding. 
 

Music 
Students in this level will learn to adapt and sing with their changing voices. They will 
explore, sing and play in beautiful and intriguing modes (Lydian, Dorian, Mixolydian 
and Phrygian) as well as explore elements of World Music (drumming patterns, body 
percussion and dance). Students will continue to have the opportunity to improvise 
and compose using the skills they have learned in previous levels. 
At this level students will learn, experience, and cover these concepts... 



● Adapt to changing voice; singing; Lydian and various modes; major and minor; 2 
and 3 part canons; counter melodies; 2 and 3 part songs; 

● alla breve, compound and changing meters; pentatonic; hexatonic 
● sixteenth note and quarter note syncopation durations; letter names for 

pitches; AB and rondo forms; improvise pentatonic patterns; introduction and 
ending; create various accompaniments; recorder: low D, low C, F#; alto 
recorder, and have an introduction to Art music. 
 

Art 
In grades seven and eight students will perceive and respond to works of art found in a 
number of mediums as well as objects of nature and in the environment. They will 
further develop their vocabulary as it relates to the arts and learn to express their 
observations. Students will also express themselves creatively as they receive rich 
instruction in the elements of painting and drawing techniques, make cultural and 
historical connections and engage their imaginations. 
In this class students will... 

●  gain exposure to art in its various forms. 
●  discuss and become familiar with elements of art. 
●  learn art related vocabulary. 
●  express their creativity as they learn new techniques and explore various 
mediums. 
●  make historical connections as we integrate art and history. 
 

Physical Education 
As students grow, physical education becomes less about play and more about setting 
personal goals, encouraging students to explore their own interests, and working to 
develop sportsmanship and teamwork. In class students will learn about organized 
games, participate in fitness training, and practice team building activities. 
In this class students will... 

●  participate in group activities and cooperative learning experiences. 
●  learn about and play organized sports. 
●  be encouraged to set personal fitness goals . 
●  learn the value of health and exercise. 

 



Computer Skills 

Computer Skills will cover keyboarding, file and folder organization, using Google Docs and 
Slides, Online research and internet safety. 

In this class students will 

● Learn to type using typing.com, which is an individually paced online typing program 
that will help them to develop fluency  

● Learn to use Google Drive, Doc and Slides through Google’s Applied Digital Skills 
lessons  

● Learn the importance of internet safety  

● Apply their knowledge of programs and technology through the completion of projects 
and assignments relating to their computer skills class as well as the integration of 
digital assignments across their courses of study 

 


