
English  
In grades seven and eight students will continue to use and apply skills relating to 
spelling, reading and writing.  
Spelling:  The Wise Guide for Spelling will be used to teach spelling. Within this program 
students will learn phonograms and spelling rules. They will also learn about the six 
types of syllables and how to divide words into their syllable parts.  In addition, 
students will participate in enrichment activities that reinforce spelling and grammar 
concepts.  
Vocabulary: Students will be introduced to new vocabulary through the IEW writing 
program, literature selections, and through the study of Latin and Greek roots as well. 
Grammar : As students read good literature and strive to become proficient writers, 
the study of grammar is vitally  important! Students at this level will be instructed 
using English Grammar Recitation by Memoria Press. Within this curriculum students 
will learn and apply the rules of grammar, spelling and capitalization. 
Writing: Students will be taught writing using the Institute for Excellence in Writing 
(IEW) .  In this class students will be taught how to construct a piece of writing, create 
an outline, and learn how to use an outline as a platform for both paragraph and essay 
writing. They will also be taught how to dress up their writing through the use of 
strong verbs, “ly” adverbs, adjectives and prepositions. In addition, students will  learn 
how to decorate their writing with similes, metaphors, and alliteration.  
Literature: In literature students will read a number of novels. Literature guides will 
be used to assure comprehension of the text and build vocabulary relating to the 
reading selections. Enrichment activities will add a level of creativity and hands on 
learning to our literature units. Literature selections include Adam and His Kin, The 
Golden Goblet, and Selections from the Chronicles of Narnia. 
 
Students in this level will…  

● use knowledge of spelling rules and syllabication to inform both encoding and 
decoding. 

● acquire and utilize new vocabulary including a study in Latin and Greek roots. 
● review, implement and gain automaticity relating to grammar concepts. 
● refine outlining and writing skills 
● use knowledge of grammar and literary elements to construct and revise 

various pieces of writing.  
● read and interact with a variety of literary genres. 
● participate in projects related to literature units. 
● increase ability to draw meaning from literature through comprehension 

activities and class discussions.  
 



History 
Students in all grades will study the same time period of history each year.  For the 
spine of our studies we will utilize The Story of the World, works and resources by 
Simply Charlotte Mason and various selections from Memoria Press. In each grade 
students will complete age appropriate activities that will help them to understand 
history as it is laid out chronologically. The cycle of our study of history is as follows: 

● Year 1: Ancient History 
● Year 2: Ancient Greece and Rome 
● Year 3: The Middle Ages 
● Year 4: Early Modern Times 
● Year 5: The Modern Age 

In the year one cycle of history, we will use Charlotte Mason’s Genesis -Deuteronomy 
and Ancient Egypt  series and The Book of the Ancient World  by Memoria Press to 
explore the cultures of ancient peoples.  Through the integration of Bible and history 
students will develop a rich understanding of the ancient world. By using engaging 
literature, captivating projects, and memorization activities, students will gain a 
greater understanding of ancient times and cultures. They will learn about the 
Egyptians, Assyrians and Babylonians, Hebrews, Hittites, Persians, and more! In 
addition, students will map the countries of Africa and the Middle East and learn about 
important geographical features. They will also explore cultural literature and 
influences as they pertain to Africa and the Middle East. 
 
Students in this level will: 

● learn about the life and cultures of ancient people. 
● understand the connection between the Bible and the ancient world. 
● explore the ancient world using works of literature and projects.   
● be able to identify African and Middle Eastern countries and their important 

geographic features. 
● complete comprehension questions using The Book of the Ancient World by 

Memoria Press and other resources. 
● participate in a variety of assessments to gauge knowledge and understanding. 

 
 
Science 
Now that students have reached the logic phase of learning, they are equipped to 
integrate their scientific knowledge with Scriptural knowledge.  When Solomon told 
God he wanted to be a wise king, God’s action was to give Solomon a desire to explore 
the world around him, and to discover the attributes of God, and of man, and even of 
the fallen condition of man, through the characteristics of the creation. Solomon 



studied such things as ants, spiders, eagles, and the water cycle in order to learn the 
ways of wisdom.  And so, as our students explore their world, and learn more about it, 
they become wiser in understanding their Lord, and He in turn gives them new insight 
into the workings of the created universe. 

Seventh and eighth grade students will… 

●  dig more deeply into the study of astronomy and space exploration. 
●  investigate the geology of their own planet Earth.   
● explore the sciences of meteorology and oceanography.  
● build on their knowledge of human anatomy and physiology. 
● increase understanding of physical science by learning about inventions and 

technology.   

      By this age our students are beginning to realize their own callings, or vocations, 
and science class is a wonderful place to feed their hunger to learn.  In each phase 
of their science exploration, we will help students to find the resources they need 
for personal advancement. We will complete the God’s Design science curriculum, 
supplemented with Dr. Knepley’s curriculum. 

Math 

Students at this level will be placed in either Pre-Algebra or Algebra 1 based off of the 
results of placement test. 

Pre-Algebra 
With an understanding of the four basic operations, and of fractions and decimals, 
students are ready to explore basic algebra concepts. In this pre-algebra course 
students will be introduced to negative numbers and learn how to apply the basic 
operations with negatives, explore exponents, squares, radicals, and finding the LCM 
and GCF. They will also learn to apply the Pythagorean theorem, learn to find surface 
area and volume, and learn to identify rational and irrational numbers. 
 
In this class students will learn about… 

● the addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of negative numbers. 
● exponents. 
● roots and radicals. 
● the Pythagorean theorem. 
● the associative and commutative properties. 
● surface area. 
● LCM and GCF. 



 
 
Algebra 1 
Students who are ready for Algebra 1 will begin with a review of algebraic concepts, 
mathematical properties, variables and order of operations. New content will include 
learning how to graph lines and inequalities, working with the slope-intercept 
formula, solving simultaneous equations, factoring, exponents and more.  
 
Students in Algebra 1 will...   

● graph linear equations and inequalities. 
● expand their understanding of exponents. 
● solve basic quadratic equations. 
● apply properties of arithmetic functions to algebra. 
● learn to add, multiply and divide polynomials. 
● learn and practice applying metric conversions. 

 
 
Bible 
Students in all grades will study the same books of the Bible each year. We will utilize a 
variety of resources to teach Bible. For the spine of our Biblical studies we will utilize 
works and resources by Simply Charlotte Mason, Memoria Press, and a number of Old 
and New Testament Surveys. In each grade students will complete age appropriate 
activities that will help them to gain a greater understanding of the stories, themes 
and covenant promises found throughout both the Old and New Testament.. The cycle 
of our study of the Bible is as follows: 

● Year 1: Genesis-Deuteronomy 
● Year 2: Joshua-Malachi 
● Year 3: Gospels-Acts 
● Year 4: Epistles 
● Year 5: Epistles and Revelation 

 
In grades 7-8 students will dive deep into the old Testament. Using the Bible and Peter 
Leithart’s Survey of the Old Testament, “A House for my Name,” they will rediscover the 
events, people and covenant promises that unfold in Genesis from creation through 
the death of Moses. Students will uncover layers of symbolism, the importance of 
understanding Biblical imagery and discover the connection between Old Testament 
promises and their fulfillment in the New Testament. They will come to see how God 
has created a well ordered world in which he is unfolding His Kingdom promises.  
 



In this class students will… 
● read about important people and events found in the Old Testament. 
● explore Biblical themes and imagery. 
● work to memorize passages of scripture. 
● complete a workbook relating to our studies. 
● practice retelling Old Testament truths through song, writing assignments and 

projects. 
 
 
Music 
Students in this level will learn to adapt and sing with their changing voices.  They will 
explore, sing and play in beautiful and intriguing modes (Lydian, Dorian, Mixolydian 
and Phrygian) as well as explore elements of World Music (drumming patterns, body 
percussion and dance). Students will continue to have the opportunity to improvise 
and compose using the skills they have learned in previous levels. 
 
In this level students will learn, experience, and cover these concepts... 

● Adapt to changing voice; singing; Lydian and various modes; major and minor; 2 
and 3 part canons; counter melodies; 2 and 3 part songs; 

● alla breve, compound and changing meters; pentatonic; hexatonic 
● sixteenth note and quarter note syncopation durations; letter names for 

pitches; AB and rondo forms; improvise pentatonic patterns; introduction and 
ending; create various accompaniments; recorder: low D, low C, F#; alto 
recorder, and have an introduction to Art music. 

  
  

  
 
Spanish 
In grades seven and eight students will use the “HOLA” textbook as they study 
Spanish, gain an intuitive understanding of the language, and acquire knowledge 
through usage and hands-on activities.  They will acquire an understanding and 
appreciation of the cultures in the Spanish speaking world, and will be encouraged to 
strive for competency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.   

Students will learn about… 

● numbers 0-100.  
● the months and seasons.  
● occupations, clothing, and sports.  
● sizes, shapes, and colors.  



● household items, the market, restaurants, and transportation.   
● verbs and nouns.  
● article identification and gender/noun discrimination as well as more advanced 

sentence structure.   

 
Art 
In grades seven and eight students will perceive and respond to works of art found in a 
number of mediums as well as objects of nature and in the environment. They will 
further develop their vocabulary as it relates to the arts and learn to express their 
observations. Students will also express themselves creatively as they receive rich 
instruction in the elements of painting and drawing techniques, make cultural and 
historical connections and engage their imaginations. 
 
In this class students will… 

● gain exposure to art in its various forms. 
● discuss and become familiar with elements of art. 
● learn art related vocabulary. 
● express their creativity as they learn new techniques and explore various 

mediums. 
● make historical connections as we integrate art and history. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Physical Education 
As students grow, physical education becomes less about play and more about setting 
personal goals, encouraging students to explore their own interests, and working to 
develop sportsmanship and teamwork. In class students will learn about organized 
games, participate in fitness training, and practice team building activities. 
 
In this class students will... 
 

● participate in group activities and cooperative learning experiences. 
● learn about and play organized sports. 
● be encouraged to set personal fitness goals . 
● learn the value of health and exercise. 



  
Critical Thinking 
In this course, 7th and 8th grade students will be learning about the basics of logical 
thinking. Students will engage in a program called Instrumental Enrichment, in 
conjunction with, “The Fallacy Detective.”  Instrumental Enrichment is a curriculum 
that helps to teach students about metacognition or the process of thinking about 
thinking. This program uses a number of tactile and kinesthetic activities that purpose 
to help students to understand and better tune into how they think and why. Students 
will begin the year learning about the variety of thinking strategies that are needed to 
solve problems logically.  Later in the year they will apply the content from this class 
to situations that they encounter in “The Fallacy Detective.” 
 
 In this class students will… 
 

● learn about thinking and problem solving. 
● discuss the importance of organization and labeling and find examples in 

everyday life. 
● learn the importance of using precise language. 
● be taught how to use a model. 
● come to understand the importance of gathering all of the information that 

informs an argument or perspective. 
● learn how to master complex tasks.  
● learn about perspective taking. 
● be taught what fallacies are and how to spot them. 

 
 
 
 


